
Shot like a Bird on the Tree

Her fa ther he came for to hear it

4
3

Straight way to his dau ghter did go

Dear daugh ter I hear you’ve been court ing

To a man that is ’low your de gree

Tune for verses 2 - 5

2. ’Who’s been telling of those false tales dearest Father?
Who’s been telling of those false tales on me?
My intention is never to get married
To a man that is ’low my agree.’

3. They sent for young Willie to vide it,
And to vide it young Jimmy he came.
And he creep-ed upstairs in his stockings
Just to hear what they all had to say.

4. ’Dear daughter, I’ll give you two chooses,
And two chooses I’ll give unto thee.
Would you rather send Willie a-sailing,
Or to see him shot like a bird on the tree?’

5. ’Dear Father, you’ve give me two chooses,
And two chooses you’ve give unto me.
I would rather send Jimmy a-sailing
Than see him shot like a bird on the tree.’

Source: Danny Brazil at Staverton, 5th March 1978, collected by Gwilym Davies
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